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The College of Law may offer its judicial externship program during the Spring Semester 2016.  Whether the course will be offered will depend upon interest and available externship placements.  The goal of the judicial externship program is to enhance traditional classroom learning by introducing students to the courtroom experience from the perspective of the state court judge.  In addition to learning from court observations, the students will assist the judge in researching and drafting memoranda, opinions, and orders.


Between two and six students may be selected to participate in the four-hour judicial externship for the spring semester.  The students will be assigned to work with the Criminal, Circuit, and Chancery Courts in Knox County, Tennessee, and possibly, with other courts including the Tennessee appellate courts and the Tennessee Claims Commission.  Assignments to extern with particular judges are made exclusively by the program director; neither the student externs nor the judge may dictate an externship assignment. Preference may be given to students whose interests match the needs of the program.

In order to participate in the program, students must be either in the second semester of their second year or in their third year of law study.  Preference will be given to third-year students.  For the Criminal Court externships, a strong preference is given in favor of students who have taken Criminal Procedure.


Students selected to participate in the externship program are required to:

(1) meet collectively with Professor White in a series of orientation classes designed to prepare them for the duties of their externship; 
 


(2) work either at the court or on work assigned by the judge for 12-14 hours per week in a minimum of three –four hour blocks of time;


(3) complete and submit to Professor White a weekly work log and a monthly journal entry detailing their work for the court and insights gained through the externship; 


(4) meet individually with Professor White and the assigned judge(s) as required;  and


(5) participate in an evaluation of the externship program at the end of the semester.

Student who complete all of the requirements of the judicial externship program will receive four hours of pass/fail credit. 

Those interested in participating in the judicial externship program during the spring semester 2016 must submit an electronic copy of their (1) updated resume and (2) the Statement of Interest to Professor White at pwhite4@utk.edu no later than Friday, October 30, at 5:00 p.m.  Students who are selected to participate will be notified by phone or email before the registration deadline.  Students selected must still bid the requisite number of points required by the Registrar.

The Statement of Interest should be in the following format:
STATEMENT OF INTEREST FOR

PARTICIPATION IN JUDICIAL EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

Name:




Email address:


Permanent Address:


Contact phone number:

Law-related Work Experience, if any:


I am applying to participate during the Spring Semester 2016.

Statement of interest: I wish to participate in the judicial externship program because:

Statement of goals: If selected to participate in the judicial externship program, I would hope to accomplish the following:


In addition to the law-related work experience outlined above, I have the following knowledge, skills, and work and personal experiences, paid or volunteer, that I believe would benefit me as a participant in the judicial externship program:


During the spring semester, my course load will include ___ hours (not including the judicial externship program).  

My likely class schedule, including days and times of classes, for the spring be:

I will also be involved in the following activities: (here specify whether you are clerking outside the law school, serving as research assistant to a professor, participating in moot court or journal activities, or any other regular activities that demand your time and commitment). 


My long-term career goals are:

� These orientation classes occur on multiple days early in the semester.  The inability to attend all of the orientation classes will disqualify a student from participation in the externship.





� Students must have 3-4 hour blocks of time available on 2-3 mornings per week to participate in the trial externships. 





