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Application for Admission
State of Tennessee Residency Regulations
Tennessee Residency
Please be aware that residency rules vary from state to state. If you are not currently classified as a Tennessee resident but feel that you meet the
criteria outlined, please complete and return the residency application form with your other admissions application materials.

Rules Of Residency Classification

The following residency regulations apply to students enrolled at the University of Tennessee
College of Law. In interpreting these regulations, please remember that law students are considered
emancipated persons. References to unemancipated students, therefore, do not apply to law
students.

Intent
It is the intent that the public institutions of higher education in the State of Tennessee shall apply
uniform rules, as described in these regulations and not otherwise, in determining whether students
shall be classified “in-state” or “out-of-state” for fees and tuition purposes and for admission
purposes.

Residency Classification
A prospective student who applies for law school admission and other graduate study will be classified as in-state or out-of-state. Classification is based on information supplied on the Application
for Admission. A student cannot acquire in-state status on the basis of full-time enrollment at an
institution of higher education in Tennessee. Proof of in-state residence is the responsibility of the
individual.
A prospective student who feels that he/she meets the criteria stated below for in-state residency classification should complete the Application for In-State Classification and submit that form
along with any supporting documentation to the College of Law Admission/Financial Aid Advisor.
The application must be submitted on or before the last day of regular registration (the day before
classes officially begin) for a given semester, if the student is to be considered for reclassification that
semester.

Definitions
(1) “Public institution of higher education” shall mean a university or community college supported
by appropriations made by the Legislature of this State.
(2)“Residence” shall mean continuous physical presence and maintenance of a dwelling within this
State, provided that absence from the State for short periods of time shall not affect the establishment of a residence.
(3) “Domicile” shall mean a person’s true, fixed, and permanent home and place of habitation; it
is the place where he intends to remain, and to which he or she expects to return when he or she
leaves without intending to establish a new domicile elsewhere.

Presumption
Unless the contrary appears from clear and convincing evidence, it shall be presumed that an
emancipated person does not acquire domicile in this State while enrolled as a full-time student at
any public or private institution of higher education in this State, as such status is defined by such
institution.

(4) “Emancipated person” shall mean a person who is no longer in the care, custody and control of
his or her parent.
(5) “Parent” shall mean a person’s father or mother. If there is a non-parental guardian or legal
custodian of an unemancipated person, then “parent” shall mean such guardian or legal custodian;
provided, that there are not circumstances indicating that such guardianship or custodianship was
created primarily for the purpose of conferring the status of an in-state student on such unemancipated person.

Evidence to be Considered for Establishment of Domicile
If a person asserts that he or she has established domicile in this State, he or she has the burden of
proving that he or she has done so. Such a person is entitled to provide to the institution, by which
he or she seeks to be classified or reclassified in-state, any and all evidence which he or she believes
will sustain his or her burden of proof. Said institution will consider any and all evidence provided to
it concerning such claim of domicile but will not treat any particular type or item of such evidence as
conclusive evidence that domicile has or has not been established.

(6) “Continuous enrollment” shall mean enrollment at a public institution or institutions of higher
education of this State as a full-time student, as such term is defined by the governing body of said
public higher education institution or institutions, for a normal academic year or years or the appropriate portion or portions thereof since the beginning of the period for which continuous enrollment
is claimed. Such person need not enroll in summer sessions or other such inter-sessions beyond the
normal academic year in order that his or her enrollment be deemed “continuous.” Enrollment shall
be deemed continuous notwithstanding lapses in enrollment occasioned solely by the scheduling of
the commencement and/or termination of the academic years, or appropriate portion thereof, of the
public higher education institutions in which such person enrolls.

Appeal
The classification officer of each public higher education institution shall be responsible for initially
classifying students “in-state” or “out-of-state.” Appropriate procedures shall be established by each
such institution by which a student may appeal his or her initial classification.
Effective Date for Reclassification
If a student classified out-of-state applies for in-state classification and is subsequently so classified,
his or her in-state classification shall be effective as of the date on which reclassification was sought.
However, out-of-state tuition will be charged for any quarter or semester during which reclassification is sought and obtained unless application for reclassification is made to the classification officer
on or before the last day of regular registration of that quarter or semester.
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(5) Military personnel and their spouses stationed in the State of Tennessee who would be classified
out-of-state in accordance with other provisions of these regulations will be classified out-of-state
but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition.

(2) Every person not having his or her domicile in this State shall be classified “out-of-state” for said
purposes.

(6) A person who is domiciled in the Kentucky counties of Fulton, Hickman, or Graves shall be classified out-of-state and shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition at The University of Tennessee
at Martin if qualified for admission. This exemption is on condition that Murray State University in
Murray, Kentucky, continue to admit Tennessee residents from selected Tennessee counties to enroll
at that institution without payment of out-of-state tuition.

(1) Every person having his or her domicile in this State shall be classified “in-state” for fee and
tuition purposes and for admission purposes.

(3) The domicile of an unemancipated person is that of his or her parent. Unemancipated students
of divorced parents shall be classified “in-state” when one parent, regardless of custodial status, is
domiciled in Tennessee.

(7) Any dependent child not domiciled in Tennessee but who qualifies and is selected to receive
a scholarship under the Dependent Children Scholarship Act (T.C.A. 49-4-704) because his or her
parent is a law enforcement officer, fireman, or emergency medical service technician who was killed
or totally and permanently disabled while performing duties within the scope of employment, shall
be classified out-of-state but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition.

Tear out and return

Out-of-State Students Who Are Not Required to Pay Out-of-State Tuition
(1) An unemancipated, currently enrolled student shall be reclassified out-of-state should his or
her parent, having theretofore been domiciled in the State, remove from the State. However, such
student shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition nor be treated as an out-of-state student
for admission purposes so long as his or her enrollment at a public higher education institution or
institutions shall be continuous.

(8) The spouse of a student classified as “in-state” shall also be classified “in-state.”
(9) Students not domiciled in Tennessee but who are selected to participate in specified institutional
undergraduate Honors Programs shall be classified out-of-state but shall not be required to pay
out-of-state tuition.

(2) An unemancipated person whose parent is not domiciled in this State but is a member of the
armed forces and stationed in this State or at Fort Campbell pursuant to military orders shall be
classified out-of-state, but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition. Such a person, while
in continuous attendance toward the degree for which he or she is currently enrolled, shall not be
required to pay out-of-state tuition if his or her parent thereafter is transferred on military orders.

(10) A person whose domicile is in Mississippi County, Arkansas, or either Dunlin County or Pemiscot
County, Missouri, and who is admitted to Dyersburg State Community College, shall be classified
out-of-state but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition.

(3) A person whose domicile is in a county of another state lying immediately adjacent to Montgomery County, or whose place of residence is within thirty (30) miles of Austin Peay State University
shall be classified out-of-state but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition at Austin Peay
State University. Provided, however, that there be no teacher college or normal school within the
non-resident’s own state, of equal distance to said non-resident’s bona fide place of residence.

(11) A person who is not domiciled in Tennessee, but has a bona fide place of residence in a
county which is adjacent to the Tennessee state line and which is also within a 30 mile radius (as
determined by the THEC) of a city containing a two-year TBR institution and who is admitted to a
two-year TBR institution, shall be classified out-of-state but shall not be required to pay out-of-state
tuition. The two-year institution may admit only up to three percent (3%) of the full-time equivalent
attendance of the institution without out-of-state tuition. (THEC may adjust the number of the nonresidents admitted pursuant to this section every three (3) years.

(4) Part-time students who are not domiciled in this State but who are employed full-time in the
State, or who are stationed at Fort Campbell pursuant to military orders, shall be classified out-ofstate but shall not be required to pay out-of-state tuition. This shall apply to part-time students
who are employed in the State by more than one employer, resulting in the equivalent of full-time
employment.
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Rules for Determination of Status

If you are currently a resident of a state other than Tennessee and wish to be considered for
classification as a Tennessee resident for tuition purposes, please 1) complete the Residency
Reclassification form and 2) provide a statement providing any information that could be used
to demonstrate your ties to the state or to the University of Tennessee, your prior residence in
the state, family members residing in the state, goals you have to establish your career in the
state and your intent to seek employment during or after law school in the state of Tennessee.
These materials will be used to determine your intent to establish domicile in Tennessee if you
enroll at UT.

Application for In-State Classification

Return this complete form with attachments to the University of Tennessee College of Law, Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, 1505 W. Cumberland Avenue,
Suite 161, Knoxville, TN 37996-1810.
1. Name_ _______________________________________________
Date________________________

Social Security No. _______ - _____ - ________ OR
Student ID No. ________________________ AND

Tear out and return

LSAC Acct. No. _________________________

2. Present Address Discontinue use after:_ ____/_____/_____

3. Permanent Address Length of residence:___________________________

Street ________________________________________________________

Street ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

City_ ________________________________ County____________________

City_ ________________________________ County____________________

State_________________________________ Zip______________________

State_________________________________ Zip______________________

Telephone (_ _______ )_ _______ -___________

Telephone (_ _______ )_ _______ -___________

Other Telephone (cell, work, etc.) (_______ )_ _______-___________

Other Telephone (cell, work, etc.) (_______ )_ _______-___________

E-mail address_ __________________________________________________

E-mail address_ __________________________________________________

4. Semester you wish resident status to be effective:_________________

5. Date of Birth: ______ /______ /_ _____

7. Have you ever been a student at the University of Tennessee?
Yes
No If Yes, were you classified as an in-state student?
Have you ever been classified as an in-state student by another public college or university in Tennessee?
Yes
No

6. City/State of Birth: _________________________
Yes

No

If Yes, please list schools and dates of enrollment: _ _______________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Are you a citizen of the United States?
Yes
Have you applied for a permanent resident visa?

No
Yes

If no, what type of visa do you hold? _ _________________When did you obtain this visa?_ __________________________
No If yes, attach a copy of your alien registration card.

9. How long have you lived in Tennessee continuously as of this date? Number of Years ___________

Number of Months _ _________

If you have lived in Tennessee, left for a time, and have now returned, please explain: ___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If your residence has been out of Tennessee for the past year, please explain:_ _______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If your residence has been out of Tennessee for the past year but you are relocating to Tennessee, please explain the reason for the relocation:____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please complete and return this form only if you are NOT currently classified as a Tennessee resident by the University of Tennessee (or another state
college or university) and you wish to apply for in-state residency for tuition purposes. Please attach any documentary evidence to which you refer in this application and
which you wish to be considered.

College of Law

Application for In-State Classification
10. What are/will be your sources of financial support while enrolled at the University of Tennessee (If several, itemize amounts or percentages)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please attached a letter of verification from an employer in Tennessee, if applicable.
Will your sources of support change while you attend the University of Tennessee?
If yes, how?

Yes

No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Employment History (past two years, full-time or part-time)
Employer_ _______________________________________________________________
Month/Year Started_ _________________________

City/State____________________________________________

Month/Year Ended_ ___________________________

Job Title_________________________________________________________________
Employer_ _______________________________________________________________
Month/Year Started_ _________________________

Full-Time

Part-Time

City/State____________________________________________

Month/Year Ended_ ___________________________

Job Title_________________________________________________________________

Full-Time

Part-Time

Please attach additional information if more than two employers.
12._ In what state did you file taxes last year?________________

Two years ago?________________

If applicable, in what state are you currently registered to vote?______________

13. Please name the state that issued your current driver’s license or identification card:_ __________________
Do you operate a vehicle currently registered in Tennessee?

Yes

No

14. Are you or your spouse currently on active duty in the military stationed in Tennessee?

If yes, date of current registration: _______ /_ _____ /_ ______
Yes

No

If yes, what is the official state of record with the military?________________________________________________________________________________________
15. If you are married, is your spouse currently enrolled at a public college or university located in Tennessee AND classified as an in-state student there?

Yes

No

If yes, which school?_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name and Social Security Number for verification:________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Please attach any narrative information which would clarify the dates and circumstances of your life, education, and/or employment in Tennessee.
17. Please provide any additional information pertinent to your application for reclassification. _____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I understand that withholding information in this application or giving false information may make me ineligible for admission to, or continuation in,
the University of Tennessee College of Law.
Signature

Print name

Date
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